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Site 4: From the first year AMA opened our beautiful IAC,
Bobby Stout has been the site director on Site 4. For 2015, the
rain has decided that Bobby move to Site 3 to work his magic
from that location. This year Bob has the assistance of Tom
Stennis as line chief.
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Wednesday will be the final day of competition for
Intermediate, Advanced, and Masters pilots. As a consequence,
many of them will not be there for Day 4 and the finals for
the FAI pilots. To be sure we all read what could easily be the

outstanding closing story for our 2015 Nats, it is included in
this report.

Nick and Diane started out for Gatwick airport in England. It
started out like another day of international travel for them.
Nick was off to Houston on business for the oil industry. Diane
was finishing a visit with her son who was stationed in England
with the USAF.

With a fond farewell, she boarded the same flight as Nick,
returning to her home in Houston. Neither of them would
have ever dreamed that this international flight would be
diverted to Gander airport in Newfoundland, along with 37
other jets bound for the United States. The day was September
11, 2001.

They spent the next 30 hours on that same airplane, eating
sandwiches made by people in the nearby village. The only
beverage was water, also provided by the villagers. Neither was
aware of the other until they were in line getting a blanket
after they had been transported to a lodge that could house up
to 80 people.

Imagine the problem this small village had trying to feed and
house passengers from the 38 jets diverted there. By the third
day, they were taking walks together to help pass the time.
That evening they became honorary Newfoundlanders when
they were asked to have a drink of Screech (a local favorite
beverage) and kiss a cod fish, which they both did.

The mayor thought they were a married couple. When they
said they were only friends, the mayor asked if they wanted to
be married. In the lightness of the evening, Nick said yes.

Finally, on the fourth day, they were put on a school bus
back to the airport to finish their flight to Houston. Overcome
with emotion, Diane began to cry. Nick leaned over to give her
a little kiss on the forehead.

To Nick’s surprise, the kiss was diverted by Diane to her lips
and their first “real” kiss was part of the rest of the story. Nick
finished his job in Houston and returned to his home and job
in England. Over the next few months, Nick “fabricated” jobs
that he had to go back to Houston to supervise.

The next few months saw more than 600 emails and
thousands of dollars in international phone calls. The “big” call
finally came when Nick proposed to Diane on the phone. By
December, Diane moved out of her apartment and bought
a house. Nick was transferred to his company’s office in
Houston.

It took months to resolve a variety of issues for residents
from two different countries. Finally on September 9, 2002,
Nick and Diane were married. Of course, their honeymoon
was in Newfoundland for the first anniversary of 9/11. They
still have many friends in Newfoundland and are in regular
contact with them.

In 2009, Tom Brokaw of NBC News did a documentary
about them. They are also part of a play, “Operation Yellow
Ribbon.” In this hour-long interview, there were many smiles
and laughs. As it ended, however, Diane was overcome with
emotion all these years later, remembering those who perished
that day. There is much more information online about them
than what is offered in this very short article.

—Jim Quinn

Nick and Diane.










