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Congress protects aeromodeling from burdensome federal regulations 

M U N C I E – The U.S. House of Representatives today passed H.R. 658, the first full FAA Reauthorization 

Bill in more than four years. In passing the FAA Modernization and Reform Act of 2012 the House 

adopted a provision aimed at protecting model aviation from burdensome regulation. 

Passage by the House is the first step in the final process of bringing this bill into law. The Senate will 

take up the bill on Monday with a final vote expected by the end of the day.  

“AMA will continue to advocate for the rights of the modeling community, and we look forward to 

continuing our constructive dialogue with the FAA on safety matters.” said Rich Hanson, AMA’s 

Government Relations and Regulatory Affairs representative. “We appreciate Sen. James Inhofe (R-Ok) 

for sponsoring the amendment and the leadership of the House and Senate committees for respecting 

the concerns of aeromodelers.” 

Efforts in bringing awareness to Congressional representatives by AMA members have played a pivotal 

role in conveying the concerns of the aeromodeling community. AMA President Bob Brown expressed 

his personal gratitude by saying, “I want to personally thank all of the members of the Academy who 

took the time to write Congress about this issue. Last year more than 90,000 letters were sent to 

Congress expressing concerns regarding proposed federal regulation that could potentially diminish 

existing model aircraft activity.” 

For additional information, and to stay current with this issue, please visit the Academy’s government 

relations website at www.modelaircraft.org/gov. 

The Academy of Model Aeronautics, founded in 1936, represents 143,000 aeromodelers and 2,400 clubs 

throughout the United States. The AMA sanctions more than 2,000 events and competitions every year.  
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